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Being awarded the 2025 H.M. Hunter Award for long-term volunteerism for the CSPG/CEGA
came as an unexpected surprise. | am very touched to everyone involved. | joined the Society
in 1975, near the end of my time as an undergraduate at McMaster University, in those days
a hotbed of soft-rock research. | had such a great time that my cousin, Marty Hewitt, decided
to follow in my footsteps, and many will remember he rose to be president of the CSPG. After
my BSc, | got a summer job with Amoco and had an amazing four-month adventure: a
subsurface study, Rocky Mountain Devonian field work, and a stint on wellsite. | attended
every CSPG luncheon and all the field trips that were on offer. | returned to Calgary the
following summer with PetroCanada, and again in 1979, after completing my MSc at
Memorial University of Newfoundland. | discovered that the core centre is full of geological
treasures, and when hiking in the mountains you are surrounded by such amazing geology
that you can’t ignore it. | met many oil patch luminaries, as well as just about all the
stratigraphers at the Geological Survey of Canada (GSC). Three years later | felt | needed a
new horizon in my quest to understand stratigraphy, particularly the role of fossils and
evolution, so | called it quits in Calgary, and went to University of Toronto to complete my
PhD on Cambrian trilobites. By then | was also a member of the Geological Association of
Canada (GAC), Society of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists (SEPM), International
Association of Sedimentologists (IAS), and | signed up for the leading paleontological
societies, and later the Geological Society of America (GSA). | believe it is important to
support the discipline by getting involved, butitis also valuable to be part of the community,
and fun to meet new people and attend conferences. After | joined the faculty at the
University of Saskatchewan in 1989, | was roped into the, now long defunct, CSPG reef
display committee. A few years later | became one of the two CSPG representatives on the
North American Commission on Stratigraphic Nomenclature, and | have continued in this
role ever since. In 2000 | was asked to join the editorial board of the Bulletin, a role that |
continue to hold. After making two nominations for the R.J.W. Douglas Medal, | was asked to
serve on the selection committee and have served for more than a decade. More recently |
have been helping with several Atlas chapters. | have volunteered for other organizations,
served on council for GSA and the same for GAC, where | became president a decade ago.
GSA involved a lot of ancillary committee work. | was chair of the International
Subcommission on Stratigraphic Classification for two terms. | am on the editorial boards of
many journals and served two terms as co-chief editor for Journal of Paleontology. These
might be somewhat remote for most CEGA members, but lately we have made important
advances in Cambrian biostratigraphy in the Mackenzie Valley area, and in Alberta and
Saskatchewan because of new cores from carbon capture and storage (CCS) and helium
wells. In my academic work, | specialize in sedimentology, especially carbonate, and
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paleontology, especially trilobites. Besides providing basic documentation, | like to push the
intellectual envelope, and over the years have challenged received wisdom. It has been
immensely rewarding and a great deal of fun.



