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Mark has been an active member of CEGA (formerly CSPG) since 1985 while obtaining his 
undergraduate degree at the University of Toronto. After completing his M.Sc. (University of 
Western Ontario) and Ph.D. (McGill University), he moved to Calgary in 1994 to start his 
career in the oilpatch with Chevron as one of their carbonate specialists. It was at this time 
when Mark started to integrate himself into the geologic community of western Canada, 
volunteering for the CSPG and the Carbonate Liars Club. He also volunteered his time by 
leading field trips to his Ph.D. thesis research area in the Rocky Mountains in Kananaskis, 
Alberta. It was a great way of networking and getting to know his fellow geoscientists in 
Calgary, while enjoying a new and prosperous career as a petroleum geologist. Some 
amazing friends and colleagues that encouraged Mark to be involved with CSPG in those 
early years included Andre Chow, Natalie Sweet, Jeff Packard, Les Eliuk, the late Graeme 
Bloy, Jim Barclay, and Tim de Freitas, just to name a few. 

Over the 31 years of working in Calgary, Mark has spent 20 of those years volunteering for 
CSPG/CEGA on at least 4 different committees. Mark first volunteered with the Continuing 
Education Committee, supporting and promoting courses and field trips over a span of 4 
years that also included CSPG Convention committees such as GeoCanada 2000 Joint 
Convention hosted by the CSPG in Calgary.  

After being named a co-recipient of the Medal of Merit Award in 2000, he joined the Medal 
of Merit Committee for 5 years, which involved a great deal of reading of some excellent 
geo-technical publications. From 2016-2019, Mark joined the Graduate Thesis Awards 
Committee. In 2019, he was recruited into a new role associated with the Education/Field 
Trip Committee. At that time, the CSPG President Elect Jen Russel-Houston recognized the 
need to expand the role that Field Trips played within the society’s education initiatives. 
Mark was asked to take the lead to create and recruit for the new Field Trips committee. 
This led Mark to join the CSPG/CEGA Board of Directors for 3 years (2020 – 2022) while 
chairing the Field Trips committee, a task with many challenges during Covid! In 2023, 
Mark was awarded the Geoscientists Canada Fellowship (FGS) by Geoscientists Canada, 
recognizing his noteworthy service to the Canadian geoscience profession in a volunteer 
capacity.  

After 7 years of volunteering with Field Trips for CEGA, Mark remains an active member of 
this committee and continues to volunteer his time leading field trips and Go Take a Hike 
Together events for CEGA. 

 


