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Ian Theunissen’s passion for geology was shaped early through countless camping and 
hiking trips in the Canadian Rockies, where he developed a lifelong curiosity about how 
these vast landscapes were formed. He completed his studies at the University of Calgary, 
graduating in 2003 with a Bachelor of Science degree, majoring in Geology. Ian began his 
professional career as a wellsite geologist, working on drilling operations across Alberta. 

Ian joined the Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists immediately following graduation 
and has remained an active member ever since. Over the years, he has participated in 
numerous society events, including technical luncheons, sporting events, and multiple 
GeoConventions, and was a presenter at the 2021 CSPG GeoConvention. 

Throughout his career, Ian has demonstrated a strong commitment to community building 
and volunteerism. While employed at Statoil, he served on the company’s social club 
committee, organizing events that fostered engagement and strengthened workplace 
culture. At his current employer, Vermilion Energy, Ian has embraced opportunities to give 
back through the company’s “Days of Caring” initiative and has volunteered extensively with 
organizations such as the Calgary Drop-In Centre, the Calgary Zoo, Wood’s Homes, and 
Habitat for Humanity. 

Ian became involved in volunteering for CEGA, when he was approached by his wife and 
friend, with the idea of organizing a bonspiel through the society. After more then a decade 
of curling, he immediately recognized the opportunity to create an inclusive, community-
focused event that combined his passion for the sport with his desire to give back to the 
organization that has contributed significantly to his professional and personal 
development. This commitment ultimately led to his leadership in developing, launching, 
and successfully executing the 2025 Geospiel. 


