
 
Dr. James Barclay 

Honorary Membership Award 
Distinguished Service to Energy Geoscience 

 

CEGA welcomes James (Jim) Barclay into Honorary Membership of the society in recognition 
of his many contributions to petroleum exploration and evaluation as well as his many 
volunteer activities with our society and the petroleum industry. Jim has always been greatly 
respected for his dedicated effort to the task at hand, his generous spirit, and for being the 
type section of a team player.  

Jim was born in 1952 and began his geological career in 1976 after his completion of a 
Bachelor of Science from Carleton University. His first three years were spent in mineral 
exploration throughout Canada. In 1979, with oil prices rocketing upwards, he arrived in 
Calgary and joined Dome Petroleum. He remained with Dome for five years, exploring for 
petroleum in diverse geological settings, including the Peace River Arch, the Foothills, the 
Deep Basin, and the Beaufort Sea.  

In 1984, he joined the Calgary office of the Geological Survey of Canada and spent the next 
ten years in the petroleum assessment subdivision. In this capacity he conducted detailed 
studies of petroleum reservoirs in the Western Canadian Sedimentary Basin and provided 
resource assessments based on regional basin analysis. During this decade he published 
numerous important articles with his Geological Survey of Canada co-workers, including 
four chapters in the Geological Atlas of Western Canada, and numerous detailed resource 
assessments. He also gave many conference presentations on his wide-ranging and 
insightful studies.  

In 1989, in his “spare time”, he began work on obtaining a doctoral degree at the University 
of Calgary under the guidance of Fed Krause. He received his PhD in 2000, and his thesis 
involved groundbreaking research on the Late Paleozoic stratigraphy and structure of the 
Peace River Arch/Embayment, a prolific petroleum province. His thesis won the CSPG PhD 
Award in 2001, and his publications emanating from this work are still consulted by those 
exploring the Arch. 

In 1994, he returned to the “Patch,” and for the next twenty-two years was a highly successful 
explorationist being involved in numerous oil and gas discoveries in the Western Canadian 
Sedimentary Basin. He worked for start-up, junior, intermediate, and multi-national 
companies and his positions included senior geologist, chief geologist and Vice President 
Exploration. He spent the last twelve years of his career at Burlington and ConocoPhillips, 
where he especially enjoyed his role as a teacher and mentor to younger staff members.  



 
Jim joined the CSPG/CEGA in 1983 and has been an enthusiastic volunteer in numerous 
capacities. His most notable contribution has been his participation on the executive 
committee, where he has served as a director at three different times (1996-1997, 2010-
2012, 2017-2018). He also has been involved in the annual Core Conference, both as a 
presenter and an organizer. Other notable volunteer positions include technical program 
chair of the 75th anniversary convention in 2002, member and chair of the Medal of Merit 
committee (1997-2006), member stratigraphic nomenclature committee (1991-present) 
and an associate editor of the Bulletin (2005-2007). For his dedicated volunteerism, Jim has 
received the H.M. Hunter Award (2020), and President’s Award (2024), as well as Service 
Awards (2005 & 2015), and a Volunteer Award (2003).  

Jim’s distinguished career as a petroleum geologist, combined with his devoted service as a 
CEGA volunteer, makes him a most deserving recipient of honorary membership.  

 

  


