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Dr. Thomas (Tom) Moslow is an internationally renowned clastic sedimentologist and 
subsurface geologist who has divided his 45-year career between academia and industry. 
Tom has worked for several Canadian oil and gas energy companies, taught, and supervised 
graduate students as a professor at two Alberta universities and conducted numerous core 
studies, field trips, and professional development courses as a consultant. He personally 
discovered several new oil and gas pools in the Cretaceous and Triassic of western Canada 
and became a leader in the exploration and development of the Montney Formation. His 
influence was evident in many industry successes, through his mentorship and teaching of 
students and industry geologists. Tom has distinguished himself by prominently leading the 
application of modern depositional environmental interpretations through core-based 
observations to determine reservoir trends and predict new subsurface hydrocarbon pools. 

Tom received his Bachelor of Science degree in Marine Science from Long Island University 
in 1975, followed by a Master of Science in Marine Geology from Duke University (1977), and 
a Ph.D. in Geology from the University of South Carolina in 1980. His thesis and dissertation 
research, conducted under the advisership of Duncan Heron at Duke and Miles O. Hayes at 
South Carolina, were focused on the stratigraphy and Holocene evolution of the barrier 
island coastlines of North and South Carolina. During that time, sediments were a passion 
for Tom, while rocks were an afterthought. Much was to change during his career and 
eventually Tom became an expert on the interpretation and analysis of ancient shoreline 
successions in both the subsurface and outcrop. 

He started his career as a research geologist at Cities Services Technology Center in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, focusing on exploration and production research, a path that would serve him 
well as his career progressed between tenured professorship and a successful leader and 
co-founder of several oil and gas companies in Calgary. Highlights of Tom’s career would 
include Associate to Full Professor at the University of Alberta (1987-1995), Geological 
Advisor at Canadian Hunter (1996-1997), Chief Geologist at Ulster Petroleum (1997-2000), 
co-founder and Vice President, Exploration at Midnight Oil in 2000 and Vice President of 
Geology at Daylight Energy in 2005. In 2012, he formed his own independent consulting 
business (Moslow Geoscience Consulting Ltd.) and is active today in projects involving core 
description and subsurface investigations of Lower Triassic and Cretaceous reservoirs. 
Over the period 1997-2026, Tom has also been an Adjunct Professor at the University of 
Calgary Department of Earth, Energy and Environment.   



 

Dr. Moslow has been a long-standing member with CSPG/CEGA and has generously shared 
his knowledge and learnings through conference presentations, core workshops, field trips, 
and short courses over the past 35+ years. Most notable were his contributions as co-editor 
and contributor to the two-volume special edition of the Bulletin of Canadian Petroleum 
Geology on the Montney Formation in 2018, and co-instructor of the CEGA Montney 
continuing-education course that he has run with his former student Prof. John-Paul 
Zonneveld.  

Tom has been a huge contributor to the CSPG/CEGA having jointly published over 100 peer 
reviewed papers and co-presented numerous talks and posters at Canadian and 
international conferences. More significantly, Tom has taught numerous short courses and 
field trips in both modern and ancient environments (75+), showing his passion for viewing 
and understanding “the rocks”.  

Dr. Moslow has received numerous awards from our Society/Association including the 
Tracks Award (1999), Stanley Slipper Award (2021), Medal of Merit (2025), numerous service 
and best paper/presentation convention awards and was also a CSPG Distinguished 
Lecturer in 2019. An example of Tom’s ability to bring out the best in people is that six of his 
graduate students have won the society’s best MSc. Thesis or Ph.D. Dissertation awards.   

Tom is a true unicorn having a career that spanned both academia through industry 
leadership roles, and although he has had a hugely successful career in both sectors, he has 
taught, mentored, and influenced many leading geoscientists, while expressing the 
importance of interpreting the rocks because “rocks don’t lie”. His publications, awards, 
and the achievements of his students further highlight his broad influence. Tom has made a 
huge impact to Canadian geoscience and has made outstanding technical and educational 
contributions to the CSPG/CEGA, his geoscience community. We are very proud to 
welcome Dr. Tom Moslow as a CEGA honorary member recipient. 

 


