
 

2026 CEGA Graduate Student Thesis Awards 

This award recognizes the top MSc and PhD thesis each year since 1964. Prior to that one award was given 
for the top thesis starting in 1958.  

Category: Student, Technical 

Criteria: 

Candidate’s thesis must be well written with the purpose or problem of the dissertation clearly defined and 
goals successfully reached. The method and logic of investigation must be clear and concise. The 
presentation of the thesis should be in traditional thesis format or paper format. Regardless of which format, 
it should include good grammar, language and sentence structure. Chapters should be well organized and 
show progression of thought from beginning to end. It should also include adequate illustrations, figures and 
tables to complement the text. The originality of the dissertation topic, ideas discussed, and the overall 
content, depth and thoroughness of research, are also considered. Finally, the validity of the interpretations 
and conclusions are evaluated.   

Eligibility: 

Theses eligible for the 2026 CEGA Thesis Awards must be completed at a recognized university, either 
Canada or international, with an accredited Geoscience program and must have formed part of the 
requirements for degrees awarded at the Fall 2025 or Spring 2026 convocations. 

Eligible Geoscience theses are either produced in a Canadian university, regardless of project location, or 
deal with a Canadian energy topic, regardless of university of origin. Topics can include sedimentology, 
structural geology, stratigraphic studies involving clastic or carbonate rocks, paleontology, geochemistry, 
hydrogeology, petrophysics, reservoir geology, as well as emerging energy topics such as geothermal, carbon 
sequestration, hydrogen, helium and critical minerals. 

Conditions: 
• One award for the Best PhD and MSc. is given each year.  
• In the absence of suitably qualified submissions the committee may decide not to confer an 

award. 
• If the committee feels that there are additional award-worthy theses, honorable mention(s) may 

be conferred in either category. 

Process for Nomination:  
• A completed thesis meeting the eligibility criteria may be submitted by the student or the 

student’s supervisor.  
• Please complete a submission form by accessing the link from the CEGA website where you can 

upload an electronic copy of your thesis. 
• A completed submission form and thesis must be submitted and received by CEGA by 

September 30, 2026.  
• If there is a reason you cannot meet the above deadline for submission, please contact the 

Committee Chair. 

 

 

 



 
Method for Selection: 

The submitted theses are evaluated on the criteria listed above by the Graduate Student Thesis Awards 
committee, consisting of 12 to 16 committee members, where the winners of the PhD and MSc categories 
are selected. The committee’s choices are forwarded to the CSPG Executive for approval prior to the winners 
being contacted.  

Recognition:  

The Committee Chair contacts the winners. The PhD winner receives an award of $5000 and the MSc winner 
receives an award of $4000. If awarded, an honorable mention receives $500.  
 
In addition, winners are: 

1. Invited to give a talk at GeoConvention and/or a Technical Luncheon  
2. Give a short video interview which will appear on LinkedIn and the CEGA Reservoir 
3. Their citation will also appear in both the CEGA Bulletin and the CEGA Reservoir 
4. They receive a certificate of accomplishment which will be presented at GeoConvention or at a 

Technical Luncheon   

Why was the award created?  

This award was created to recognize excellence at the university level and promote the next generation of 
Earth Scientists.   

For more information, contact: 
Andre Chow 

studentawardthesis@cegageos.ca 
587-777-2154 
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